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Hrom the President ...

Greetings and best summer wishesto all from the President of the
Friendsof theNIU Libraries.

Thissummer passed quite quickly it seemsto me. Many pageshave
turned and exciting events have been documented. Itiswith eager anticipation
| turn my attention to thisupcoming year withthe Friendsof theNIU Libraries.
You will seeinthisnewd etter, the program schedul e of eventspromisesto be
very interesting. | sncerely encouragedl of youto attend thesefineprograms.
Theseare good opportunitiesto show oneanother our personal commitments
to the development of our strong Friends program.

ThefundsprovidedtotheNIU Librarieseach year through the efforts
of thisorganization are quite substantial. These purchasesand servicesare
greatly appreciated by thelibrary staff, thefaculty, and thestudents. Thisisan
important work that thisgreet Friendsgroup does. Your participationisvalued.
| continue to encourage each of you to get and keep involved in whatever
waysyou can. Many membersdonate booksto our sales, willingly give of
their timeinvolunteer servicesat variouseventsaswell asbehind the scenes,
and serve as board members and officers. These board members are the
sructurethat keepsthisFriendsgroup thriving. Please consider how you may
encourageor even join thisgenerousgroup of membersand contributeto the
continued health and growth of the Friends of theNIU Libraries.

Thank you al for your support. | look forward to seeing you at this
season'sactivitiesand events.

--Ralph Crafton
President
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Friends Program
April 10, 2002

Thereareindividualsin our midst whose occupation and experience
equip themwith interesting stories. One such personis Sycamoreresident Dirk
Johnson, Chicago Bureau Chief and Senior Writer for Newsweek magazine.
Johnson wasthefinal speaker inthe current Friends program series. Johnson
majored injournalism at the University of Wisconsin, interned at the Chicago
Sun Times, and worked severa positionsincluding theNew York Timesbefore
ending up at Newsweek. Hehas covered many newsworthy events, but prefers
human-interest stories, that is, storiesof individuals, of peoplejust making it,
srugglingtosurvive.

Onedetalled story herelatedinvolved athirteen-year-old girl living with
her family in atrailer park. The story wason our affluent economy as seen
through the eyes of thisyoung girl who did not sharein the affluence. Other
media picked up onthisstory and created quiteastorm. Thegirl appeared on
several talk shows, wasvisited by Hillary Clinton, received anew wardrobe
from Ralph Lauren, and was given ascholarship to Eureka College. All the
attention and giftsdid not improvethegirl asaperson, nor improvethefamily’s
stuation. Johnson’spostscript to thisstory isthat hedid thegirl nofavor. The
moral for the story waswhen it comesto the pressyou haveto be careful what
youwrite.

Asawriter, Johnson admiresjournalists such as Mike Royko, Abe
Rosentha, Evan Thomas, and AnnaQuinlan. What thesewritersdowell, and
thecentra roleof journaism, isto bring someof thejoy of lifetoreaders. This
rolewasgrestly challenged for monthsfollowing the 9/11 attack. Johnson has
seen anumber of changesto thefield of journalism over theyears. Today’s
journaistsareexpectedto tell astory asastory. Tosimply restatethefactsis
not enough. Johnsonisalso concerned about the mediaconsolidation that has
occurred over the past decade or more. Consolidation distinguishesthefamily-
owned from the non-family-owned firms. Family-owned firms, such asthe
Grahamfamily who ownsthe Washington Post and Newsweek, havetheintegrity
that pushesthem to put out the best product possible.

Most of Johnson’'s writing is in
THE
newspapers, but he does have one book: VILLAGE
Biting the Dust: The Wild Ride and Dark BOOKSMITH
Romance of the Rodeo Cowboy and the DB
: . AND BOOKBINDING
American West (S mon & Schuster, 1994). BOOK REPAIR
He hopes to try his hand at another book RESTORATION
wmw@/ MATT EGGLESTON
MEMBER: GUILD OF BOOKWORKERS
815-384-5902
--Byron Anderson EGGL@AOL.COM
Friends Secretary




2002-2003 Walker Scholarship
Winner Announced

David Kool has been named the Katherine Walker
Library Work Scholar for the 2002-2003 academic year.
Davidwassdlected onthebasi sof hisoutstanding academic
record, and hisexemplary work inthe university libraries
Microforms Department. He is pursuing a degree in
Computer Science, and is also enrolled in the Honors
Program. Davidisanativeof Morrison, lllinois.

--Jim Millhorn
Head of Acquisitions

Libraries Receive Major Grants

The Northern Illinois University Libraries are
participatinginavery exciting project. Library sysemsare
designed to acquire material and help patronstofind this
material. They have not traditionally been designed as
systemstoevauaethesecollections. Inyearspadt, librarians
have gathered information to eva uate the collection by hand
inalong and drawn out process.Now thereisanew system,
ICAS, from OCL C, theonlinelibrary bibliographic cataog,
which also produces World Cat, to makethis processvery
much easier. When| cametolllinois, | had been principal
investigator in astatewide use of theICAS system. The
membersof thelllinois Cooperative Collection Management
Program (ICCMP) asked meto chair acommitteeto design
asimilar projectinlllinoisand to attempt to raisemoney to
fundit. Over thelast two years, thecommittee hasused a
combination of grants and contributions from Illinois
academic librariestofind thefunding for theproject. That
project hasnow becomearedlity.

The ICAS project uses OCL C records from the
librariesto count the number of titlesthat each library owns
invarioussubject areas, including 24 largedivisions (history
and auxiliary sciences, chemidry, psychology, etc.) and some
500 categories (history of Southeast Asia, organic chemidry,
child psychology, etc.). Eachlibrary hasreceived aCD-
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ROM that includes not only their own data, but also data
from each of the academic libraries, which participatedin
thestudy. Therearea so anayzed by date, which alowsthe
library to determinethe age of the collection, animportant
factor inthesetimesof stringent budgets. Another portion of
the study examineshow many of thetitlesoverlap with other
librariesand how many titlesareunique, important factorsin
preservation and a guide as we consider last copy
preservation efforts. Librariescan comparethemselvesto
other librariesof amilar szeand canlook at relative strengths
and wesknesseswithin their own collection.

Although thestudy will bewonderful for individual
libraries, the purpose of the study was to examine the
statewide meta-coll ection to determinewherethe strengths
and weaknesses of Illinois libraries lie and to guide the
ICCMPinmanaging itsgrant funds. Thestudy islimitedto
monographic collectionsinlllinois, and therefore, datafrom
usage studies of electronic resources and datafrom serial
collectionswould need to be added to the data on the CD-
ROM to get acomplete picture. Together thisdataoffers
the promise of enhancing thevaueof library collectionsin
[llinoisto the students, faculty, staff and general public who
useour collections. Itwill dsobeaguideaswework toward
cooperative collection devel opment throughout the state.
Once libraries understand their areas of strength and
weakness, we can join together tofill the gapsthat exist and
to maintain the strength of our flagship subject areas.

Theprocessof analysisof thedatahasbegunwitha
workshop, conducted by GlendaLinsof the OCL C Lacey
Product Center, for representativesfrom the participating
libraries. Other workshopsinanaysisof thedataandinuse
of thedataare planned for thefall. A working grouptodo
themeta-collectionwork isbeing formed. Andwearetrying
toraisemoney to extend theandysisto aneven moredetailed
level, the 5,000 subjects. The project hasbeen exhausting,
thrilling, exciting, frustrating, and satisfying, and theresult will
bewonderful both for individual librariesand for the state.

---Mary Munroe
Associate Dean
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From the Dean's Office

Founders’ Notes
Dean’sColumn

With thisfall message, | begin my tenth year asDean of University Libraries.
Thereismuch to report about the collections, facility, funding, and e ectronic outreach.
The compact shelving project in the basement of FML isessentially complete, and we
have started to move some of the older and lesser used materialsinto that location.
During late spring, wemoved the Regiond History Center from Swen Parsonto an office
location on thefourth floor, and rel ocated its major archiveinto the compact storage
facility. Glen Gildemeister and hisstaff deserve kudosfor the smooth execution of avery
complex and demanding move. Our decisontoinitiateacontinuous Friendsbook salein
thelobby of thelibrary hasbeen very well recelved, and proceedsto date have doubled
thosefrom theannual, one-timebook sale.

We received spectacular news about grant funding in late spring. The American Archives Digitization Project
received agrant, and fundswere al so secured for aplanning grant for aMark Twain's Americawebsite, both awarded by
theNationa Endowment for theHumanities(NEH). On that sameday, the Henry David Thoreau Editorid Project announced
athird NEH grant in support of that project, and an additiona grant to assist in the preparation of the Thoreau volumes. All
together, four grantsin one day totaling $440,000. Combining these three NEH grantswith aresearch scholar grant
received earlier thisspring by William Baker, the Northern IllinoisUniversity Librariesreceived four NEH grantsthis
spring. | am quite confident that thisachievement may beanationa record. Congratulationsto al for the magnificent effort
andfor thegrest credit they have brought to Northern IllinoisUniversity.

TheUniversty Librarieshasmigrated to anew computer system operated by the 44-member | L CSO consortium.
Searching the online catalog will be easier and morerewarding than ever before. | encourageyoutotry it out and to benefit
from the new featuresand flexibility. At nearly the sametime, welaunched anew home pagefor thelibrary, amove
designed to ensurethat faculty, students, and staff can more efficiently locate those sections of the home pagethat are
needed for their teaching and research.

Findly, I would liketo mention that our two principal |leaders, President John Petersand Provost Ivan Legg, have
protected thelibrary to the maximum extent poss blefrom the seriousbudget cutswhich havevisted every publicingtitution
inthestate of Illinois. They deserve our congratulationsfor preserving the core
. {z Lonn E. Brander, D.D.. academicimportance of information resources. Thank them whenyou get achance.

{6 )) GENERAL DENTISTRY
'7;, ! "We Cater 1o Cowarde"
Evening & Saturday
Appointmentg
[( ) /Fnendg Membere roceive a --Arthur P. Young _ _
TS ¢5.00 diecount on initial Dean of theNIU Libraries

dontal exame

208 North Second Street, DeKalb
756-2205
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2002 Friends Book Sale

In the winter issue of Founders Type we called for
book donationsand volunteersfor the annual spring sale
and noted that both had been declining in recent years.
Thisyear we had ten membersvolunteer timeto helpwith
thesdeand received only fourteen boxesof books. Thanks
to abacklog of prior donations and many hours of help
from library staff we did hold the salefor three daysin
April. TheFriendsbenefited by raising over $3,000 during
that sale but we raised even more during therest of the
year through the sale book truck kept inthe main entrance
of thelibrary.

Thegood newsisthat thisyear the sale of used books
raised arecord high of $7,084 and all of that money has
been deposited to our endowment fund. Thisyear wewill
emphasizefund raising through the saletruck inthemain
lobby and we ask al membersto please donate booksthe
year round rather than saving them for the spring. Withthe
loading dock at the south end of the building once again
openwe hopeyou will help out by bringing sale booksto
thedock. Thesuccessof thismeansof salecoupled with
thelack of volunteersfor theannual salewill meantheend
of the spring sale, at least for ayear or two. Sincethe
book saleisour mgjor fundraiser weneedto keepit going
all year round and will depend on your generosity to do
that. Thanksto all our memberswho did donate books
andthertimetothesdethisyear. It wasmuch appreciated
and our endowment isnow at arecord high and growing.

--GlenGildemeister
Faculty Liaison

ED RIPP FINE ART BOOKS

3719 North Fremont Street
Chicago, IL 60613
312.281.1451

Art monographs Fine art books in all

Chicago artists categories
Illustrated books bought & sold by
Woodcut novels appointment
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BOOK MUSE

USED BOOKS
DeKalb County's largest used
i book store! =
132 E. Lincoln Hwy
748-4351

Open Tu-F 12-6, Sat 9-5
10% Discount to Friends’ Members

Library Exhibits

+ FoundersMemorial Library L obby:

¢ Title: What'sNew at theLLibrary

o Thisexhibit showsthe construction of the additiona
« shelvinginthebasement of thelibrary.

« July/August 2002

: Southeast AsiaCollection:
. Titles: Children's Books of Southeast Asia
+ New Exhibitin Fourth Floor Hallways

+ Art of Burma, from BurmaCollections
* Fourth Floor

o RareBooks& Specia Collections:
« Titles: Books of the African American Special
+ Collection, Rare Book Room

s AHistorical Look at Chicago,

¢ Continuing Exhibitin Fourth FHoor Hallway

The = PITPROS

Receive a $3.00 discount on oil
change services when presenting your
current Friends' membership card.
~ 1245 DeKalb Ave, Sycamore
(815) 899-7040
~ 1806 Sycamore Road, DeKalb
(815) 756-9800
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Liife Hlembers
Adra Baker-Gallagher
Paul and Jean Burtness
Glen and Dawn Ericksen
Glen and Jamie Gildemeister
DeanneHolzberlein
E. Nelson and Marilyn S. James
Barbara and David Johnson-Wint
Martinand Harriet Kallich
Ron and Karen Klein
John Jefferson and Judith M. Looney
Wi lliamand Josephine Monat
Todd and Joanne Nebel
James Block Pick
Gordon Rasmussen
Lawrence Rast
Peggy Sullivan
Rebekah Wson
Russell and Betty Wood
Arthur and Pat Young
Jerrold and Carol Zar

sioul||| ‘qeMed
/02 "Ou }w jod
pred abeisod SN
|\ Sse|D 1S

founders’ Type ©

Te Book Rack

Piano Factory Mall
410 South First Street
St. Charles, IL 60174

(630) 513-5787
FAX (630) 513-0883

New and Gently used books for the

entire family. All at 25-80% off the

Cover Prices. Friends members

receive a 10% discount on used
books.

Hardcovers, Paperbacks, Computer
Books, Bestsellers, All Categories!

Open Daily
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