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Greetings, from the President of the Friendsof theNIU Libraries.

Our 2001 - 2002 season hasbegun. The schedule of eventshasbeen delayed
afew weeksdueto some staff changeswithin the Rare Books and Special
Collections Department. Thisdelayed start up has provided the staff and
officersan opportunity to reflect on therecent tragic eventsthat have befa len
our nation. Our prayersgo out for thosevictims, their families, and our country’s
leadersasthey al faceamultitude of challenges.

Thisseason has severa very specia activitiesplanned. Theseyouwill find
outlined withinthisnewdetter. You will want to note these event datesonyour
cdendar right away. Thiswill helptoavoid scheduleburdenslater. Asaways,
wecordialy inviteeach and every oneof you to attend and participateinthese
interesting programs. Please feel free to invite afriend or colleague to
accompany you. These programsoffer something specia to everyoneinthe
community.

| would liketo takethis opportunity to offer special thanksto thosegracious
officerswho have served our organization through the previousyear. The
effortsof thesemany volunteersareinvaluablein keeping thislibrary support
organization functioning as smoothly asit does. The many considerate
individualswho are serving thisyear are named inthispublication. | would
encourage you thereader to take the opportunity to expressaword of thanks
and support to those memberslisted. Additionaly, thereare many generous
volunteerswho contributetheir time and effortsto making our annual book
sale such agreat success. | would liketo express my personal thanksfor
thesekind efforts. The membership has many such opportunitiesto serve
within thiswonderful group of Friendsof theNIU Libraries. | would extend
theinvitationto al membersto givethoughtful consideration asto how you
may beableto servein someway to extend the successes sofirmly established.

Membership and member participation ispart of thelife-blood of the Friends
of theNIU Libraries. Your willingnessto beapart of our causeisgreatly

continued onp. 3 ...
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Submissions for the NEXT edition
of Founders Type are welcome. All
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printed as space allows. Please
direct any such materials to: Kay
Shelton, Northern Illinois
University Libraries, DeKalb, IL
60115. All unsigned items are
contributed by the editors.
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Dalkey Archive Press

AttheApril 30, 2001 meeting of the Board of Directorsof the Friendsof NIU
Libraries, the Board of Directorsmade amotion based on arecommendation to
purchaseall of thebook titlesfrom Dakey Archive Press, morethan 225titles
total. What isDakey Archive Pressand why would such arecommendation be
made?

In 1975, John O’ Brien received hisPh.D. in English from Northern Illinois
Univergity. Hisdissertation wasentitled, “ The Aestheticsof Black Literature.”
Intheearly eighties, hewasaChicago literary critic and professor of English at
[llinoisBenedictine College. Hesoon redized that just about every contemporary
fictionwriter he cared about was either unknown, neglected, or out of print. He
wasreferringtoliterary writerslike Gilbert Sorrentino, Paul Metcaf, and William
Eastlake. O’ Brien decided to do something about it. He started by launching
the Review of Contemporary Fiction, aliterary journal that devoted each
issueto oneor two neglected authors. (FoundersMemorid Library hasevery
issue of themagazinefrom volume 1, number 1, Spring 1981 to the present.)
Themagazineoperation had office gpace provided by 1linoisBenedictine College.
No saarieswerepaidinrelation to the magazine. The main expensewasthe
printing itself. Because of thelow overhead and agood subscriber base, the
magazine started making money. Withthismoney, O’ Briendecided it would be
niceto reprint afew books, onesthat didn’t have much of achance of ever
getting back into print through acommercia house and onesthat wereexamples
of thekind of fictionthat the Reviewwas championing. Dalkey Archive Press
started in 1984. The namewas borrowed from atitle of anovel by thelrish
writer Flann O’ Brien.

Within thefirst two yearsof the press soperation, John O’ Brien realized that
thereweremany morelittle-known seriouswritersthat deserved to be published.
O'Brien aso wanted to get some review attention for the books, issue
bibliographiesto hel p criticswrite about hisauthors, and to always havethese
booksavailable. From the beginning, the presshaskept al of itstitlesin print
regardlessof sales. JamesLaughlinof New Directionspresscalled Dakey’s
publishing program “aform of cultural heroism.” 1n1992, O’ Brien and the
pressmoved to lllinois State University. The university offered office and
warehouse spacefor the press, benefitsfor the staff, and O’ Brienwasoffered a
full, tenured professorshipinthe Department

of Englishwith completereleasetimetorun THE
theoperation. VILLAGE
BOOKSMITH

The press had been identified with the
adjectivesof avant-garde, experimentd, and
innovative. O’ Brien prefers” subversive,”
though headmitsit’suselessto pigeonhole
what thepresspublishes. Authorsrangefrom
suchmodernistisas Gertrude Stein, Raymond

HAND BOOKBINDING
BOOK REPAIR
RESTORATION

MATT EGGLESTON
MEMBER: GUILD OF BOOKWORKERS
815-384-5902
EGGL@AOL.COM
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Queneau, and Ford Maddox Ford, to such contemporaries
as John Barth, Carole Maso, Ishmael Reed, and Camilo
Jose Cela, whowontheNobel Prizefor Literaturein 1989.
Subject coveragerangesfrom Englishliterature, literaturein
trandation, African American literature, American Jewish
literature, literature by women, women'sstudies, themesin
fiction (from adol escence/coming-of-ageto World War 1),
poetry, anthologies and collections, literary criticism,
nonfiction, and bibliography. The press'sgreatest strength
has been itsuncompromising editoria vision, providing a
serious audience of readerswith high quality modern and
contemporary literature.

In addition to the Review and Dalkey Archive Press, there
is another magazine, CONTEXT: A Forumfor Literary
Arts and Culture. CONTEXT started in 1999 and was
meant to create a context for reading modern and
contemporary literature and cultural issues. CONTEXT
makes the case for writers in essays such as “Reading
Jacques Roubard,” and “Reading Claude Simon.” The
publication hasaparticular focusonthose 18 to 24 years of
age. Tohepthesereadersandto reach readersof al kinds,
the publication wasand still isdistributed free of charge.
How could the pressafford to do this? Besidesthe support
of lllinois State University, the pressisdependent on grant
moniesand donations. Grantshave beenreceived fromthe
National Endowment for the Humanities, thelllinoisArts
Council, and private foundations, for example, theLila
Wallace Reader’s Digest Foundation and the Lannan
Foundation.

The Lannan Foundation grant servesasamodel for how
nonprofit publishersand foundations can work together to
ensure that important works of world literature remain
availablefor present and future generations. Inadditionto
the publication of books, the program provides for 500
copiesof each titleto be distributed free to under-funded
schoolsand librariesthroughout the country so that books
will reach asmany readersaspossible. Another part of the
effort to reach as many readers as possible is the offer,
mentioned at thestart of thisarticle, that all Dalkey Archive
booksareavailablefor aone-timedonation of $1,000. This
unusual offer averagesout at about $4.50 per title, abargain-
basement priceintoday’spublishingworld. Offerslikethis
and the Lannan grant hel pstheeditorsrealizetheir misson
of both preserving important works of literature and
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cultivating an audience for them. These books should
srengthentheUniversity Librariescollectioninmodernand
contemporary literature. To date, only thirteentitlesfrom
Ddkey ArchivearehddinFoundersMemorid Library. Small
pressestypically lack theresourcesto promotetheir works
and arethereforelesscommonly held by libraries.

Over theyears, thosedffiliated with the presshave maintained
closetieswith Chicago, andin July 2000 an officewasopened
in the downtown area in order to become more directly
involved withthat city’sliterary community. The officewas
called the Center for Book Culture, an effort to bring al of
the publishing programstogether in one organization. For a
more detailed |ook at the Center for Book Cultureand its
publication programs go to their Web site, http://
www.centerforbookculture.org. For moredetail onall of
the booksgo to hitp://www.centerforbookculture.org/dal key/
index.html.

-Byron Anderson

Te Book Rack

Piano Factory Mall
410 South First Street
St. Charles, IL 60174
(630) 513-5787
FAX (630) 513-0883
New and Gently used books for the
entire family. All at 25-80% off the
Cover Prices. Friends members
receive a 10% discount on used
books.
Hardcovers, Paperbacks, Computer
Books, Bestsellers, All Categories!

Open Daily

... continued from p. 1

appreciated. Thank you for your continued renewal of this
vital project support. Keepinmind also that membership
growth isimportant and can be devel oped easily through
sharing with friendsand acquaintances. Thank you.

-Ralph Crafton
President




From the Dean's Office

Thepast year at NorthernllinoisUniversity hasbeen oneof
extraordinary change. We have anew president, Dr. John
Peters, who iscommitted to outreach and making surethat
NIU iswell positioned politically to ensure adequatefiscal
support. Our new provost, Dr. Ivan Legg, hasbeen here
for severa months, and is aready demonstrating his
considerableexperiencewith al agpectsof academic policy.
The compact shelving project inthe basement of Founders,
the subject of areport esewhereinthisissue, iscurrently in
full congtruction phaseand should be compl eted next spring.
Our outstanding web site devoted to Abraham Lincoln
continuestowin accoladesand recognition for theuniversity.
Thisweb stereceives gpproximately 250,000 hitsannually.
Another facilities project is the opening of a new
technol ogically sophisticated smart classroom. Itisathree-
room suitewith atota of 52 computers, and associated State-
of-the-art sound and video equipment. Itisthebest such
ingtalation ontheNIU campus.

Of very specid interest tothe Friendsof theNIU Libraries
wastherece pt of an anonymousdonation this past spring of
$50,000. This donation was earmarked for the Friends
endowment, apermanent fund whichisavailableonly for
the purchase of library materials. Thissplendid giftisthe
largest one-timegiftintheLibraries history, and amajor
addition to our endowment holdings. The endowment
currently standsa approximately $200,000. Only threeyears
ago,theendowment wasat the $75,000 level. Thisdonation
clearly representsaleadership gift whichwehopewill inspire
others, anonymousor named, to contributeto thelong-term
fisca hedth of theUniversity Libraries.

Thisyear it ismy honor to serve as the president of the
[llinoisLibrary Association, ahundred-year-old organization
with amembership of morethan 3,000. Thepositionisa
demanding onewith

(,. Lonn E. Brander, D.D.S.
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many meetings and
various projectsand
activities to
coordinate. The
experience also
reinforcesfor methe
good work that all
typesof librariansand
daff aredoing around
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the state. There are
manymore
commonalities than
differences between
typesof libraries.

Your continuing support
isasourceof gresat pride
fordl of usinthelibrary.
A collectivethank you fromall of us.

--Arthur P. Young
Dean of the NIU Libraries

Transitions. ..

Oneof FoundersMemorial Library’sgreatest assetsisits
staff. Thispast year hasseen anumber of long timeand key
peoplemoveinto retirement or accept promotionsat other
places. Three of our faculty took with them nearly one
hundred years of service and experience when they moved
into well-earned retirement. Joe Parot, Head of Social
Sciencesand Humanities; Bill Studwell, Senior Cataloguer;
and L ee Dutton, Southeast Asian Collection, wereamong
thefew who canremember workingin Swen Parson Library
and moving tothenew buildingin 1977. May they all enjoy
ahard earned retirement. Associate Deanfor Public Services,
LorraneHarricomb, dsoleft usthisyear to becomethe Dean
of Librariesat Bowling Green State University inOhio. We
wish her well inher new position! Mark Williams, longthe
mainstay of the Friends' day to day operationsin Founders,
completed asecond master’ sdegreeinlibrary scienceat the
University of Illinoisand hasmoved onto take aposition
withtheHinesVeteransAdminigration Hospitd in Chicago.
Heisdirector of aweb based consortial research project
which utilizes his considerable skills in technology and
information systems. All of usinthe Friendsknow of the
contributions Mark madeto the Friends over the past six
yearsand weowehima“ Thank YouandWel Donel” Mark
isexcited about the challenges of hisnew positionandwould
be happy to hear from al of hismany old friendsherein
DeKdb. Hisemail addressis. mawlimsl@aexialisuiuc.edu

4 Fall 2001



Withavery tight job market nationally andlocaly Founders
search committees have been hard at work seeking
replacements. Itisadifficult task. And, of course, noone
can comeinwiththehundred plusyearsof local experience
that wehavelogt. Soif you seeanew faceonyour next visit
tothelibrary, please smile, introduceyourself, and takethe
timeto get to know anew Friend.

--Glen Gildemei ster

Smart Classroom Complex

s il

—

A .

In August 2001, a project spanning three years came to
fruitionwhentheUniversty Librariesbrought onlinetwo smart
classroomsand aconsultation room. Thisproject provides
theLibrariesandthe campuswith acomplex of roomssteeped
intechnology but with afocusoningtruction.

TheLibrariesfirst proposed a"smart classroom' belocated
inFoundersMemoria Library in1998. Theproposa went

beyond the standard smart classroom found on the NIU
campusof an Internet-connected podium with multi-media
capabilitiestoincludearoomfull of student workstations.

During the summer of 2000, the administrative group
identified an areaon the second floor along thewest wall,
whereasmall lab already existed, as space for the smart
classroom. Asthegroup looked and thought about the space,
anew vision of the Librariessmart classroom evolvedinto
the complex of three rooms designed to meet awiderange
of instructor needsand classsizes.

Planswere drawn and congtruction beganinthefal of 2000.
The three rooms consist of a 6 computer workstation
consultation room, and two classrooms, one with 10
computer workstations the other with 36 computer

workgtations. All workstationshave Microsoft Office 2000
loaded. Each computer workstation is connected to a

network printer housed inthelarge classroom.

Foundere' Typa

Smart Classroom in Founders Library

a B

The largest classroom is equipped with a blend of new
technology and older technology to create a flexible
ingtructiona environment. TheroomincludesaSmartboard
(akinto atouch screen monitor so that auser can interact
with theimage); classroom management software called
Synchroneyes, CD-ROM, DV D, VCR, cassette players,
and a document camera (a new version of an overhead
projector, but it can display transparencies, asheet of paper,
and show objectsin 3-D). A satellite downlink is aso
availableinthisroom. Two projection screenswere added
to thefront of theroomto ensureall thestudentsintheroom
can seetheimage being displayed onthe Smartboard or an
instructor can display two different imagesto bedisplayed
ontheouter screensat any giventime. A wirdlessmouse, a
microphone, and speaker system rounds out the equi pment
intheroom. At some point inthefuture, we hopeto add
videoconferencing capabilities.

Thesmaller instruction room hasfewer technology features
than thelarger room. Likethelarger room, thisroomis
equipped with a Smartboard; classroom management
software, Synchroneyes, CD-ROM player, and adocument
camera. Classessuch astheonlinecatalog and index and
abstract searching the Libraries offer at the start of each
semester will be scheduled for thisroom.

The consultation room withits 6 computer workstationsis
perfect for those occasionswhen an instructor needsto do
one-on-oneteaching inaquiet environment. Inadditionto
the computers, awhiteboard isprovided.

continued on p. 6 ...
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Library Exhibits

FoundersMemorial Library L obby:
Title: International Libraries
International Week, Sept. 21-28
Now through September 28, 2001

Title: History of Technology at NIU
October, 2001

Title: Amazing Maize: Cornand Religion,
History, Science, Cuisine
November, 2001

Southeast AsaCaollection:
Title: Food for Thought: Cuisine of Southeast Asia
Continuing Exhibit

RareBooks& Specia Collections:
Title: Books Throughout History; and

An Historical Look at Chicago
Continuing Exhibit

... continued from p. 5

Astheheart of theuniversity, the Librariesunderstandsthat
the demand for classrooms equipped with technol ogy will
experience exponential growth for theforeseeablefuture.
With this understanding, the Libraries will make the
classrooms and the consultation room available to the
campus. To ensure equitable access to the rooms, the
Librarieshave created apalicy outlining usage--aportion of
which is quoted

here:
ED RIPP FINE ART BOOKS
3719 North Fremont Street "These labs may
Chicago, IL 60613 be scheduled for
312.281.1451 use by any
Art monographs Fine art books in instructor or
Chicago artists all categories ivi<i
Illustrated books bought & sold by division . at
Woodcut novels appointment Northern Illinois
University. To

Foundere' Type

ensure equity, any single class section may usethelab one
time per month, not to exceed three times per semester.
Groups external to NIU may schedule use of thelabin
conjunctionwith NIU faculty or gaff, and are subject to the
sameredtrictions.

In case of scheduling conflicts, classesconducted by library
faculty and staff will have precedence over classesconducted
by faculty and staff outsidethelibrary. Thelibrary reserves
theright to placelimited blockson the scheduling processat
the beginning of the semester for the purpose of ensuring
that classesin the library'sinstruction programs may be
accommodated.” From the Libraries Use of Classroom

FacilitiesPolicy.

If you areinterested in anintroduction to therooms, contact
TJLusher (tlusher@niu.edu or 753-9806). If youwould
liketo scheduleaclassin one of theroomstalk with your
subject liaison or contact Karen Hovde (khovde@niu.edu
or 753-1770).

--T.J. Lusher

Basement Buildout

TheUniversity Librariesisinthemidst of avery exciting
project. What wecall the* Basement Buildout” finaly began
congtructionthisMay after nearly fiveyearsof planning and
requesting funding. Therenovation of 124,047 squarefeet
inthebasement of FoundersMemoria Library will provide
gpecid climate controlled storagefor some 600,000 volumes
incompact shelving.

While the library is
ufferingthetemporary

loss of our loading BOOK MUSE
dock, some noise, USED BOOKS
dust, and smells, we DeKalb County's largest used
are dl excited about || g ]3220(3( skTreI!_'

. . Lincoin Rwy
what the spacewill do 708-435]

for the library. The
entireRegiond Hidory
Center collection,
which has been
housed in Swen
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Parson will moveto the space, and the Regional History
Center Reading Room will berelocated to thefourth floor
of Founders.

From the present collections of Founders, some 250,000
low-use volumes are being selected for a move to the
basement storagearea. Most materiasthat arenow inthe
Closed Stacks areawill go down. Subject speciaistsin
consultation with faculty areindividually selecting other
materials. The stacksin Foundersare beginning to bloom
withwhitestickerswith“ Storage” inred onthem. Because
themateridsareindividually chosen, someareasaremore
targeted than othersare. Criteriafor selection may include,
depending on the subject area, low use, obsolescence,
superseded editions, multiple copies, little used runs of
ceased or ol der serids, and materia sthat woul d benefit from
climate controlled storage.

After theinitid moveof materid sto thebasement, materids
will be moved as space becomestight in the main stacks.
Thesamecriteriawill apply, and material swill be selected
individualy. TheUniversity Librariesestimated that there
will be storage space availablefor somefifteen to twenty
yearsof growthintheUniversity Librariescollections.

A greet benefit of the storage space will bethegain of seating
gpacesfor students. Librariesinacademicinstitutionsare
required to provide seating space for acertain percentage
of their student population. For someyears, Foundershas
had to sacrifice student seating for collectionsand computer
gpace. Thisrenovationwill provide morethan 300 student

Seating spaces.

Materiaswill beretrieved severa timesaday onaregular
schedule. In addition to request forms at service desks,
including Southeast Asia, Government Publications, theMap
Library, the Periodicals Service Desk, and the Main
Circulation Desk, online

= Iﬁgtns;/tvill bea/ailable;ct)
. 4 patronscan requ
The == PITPROS that materials be

Receive a $3.00 discount on oil
change services when presenting your
current Friends' membership card.

~ 1245 DeKab Ave, Sycamore
(815) 899-7040

~ 1806 Sycamore Road, DeKalb
(815) 756-9800

retrieved and available
forthemwhenthey arrive
at the library. Only
workerswill beroutingy
in the basement,
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although aresearcher who hasaspecia needwill beableto
work inthe basement with the ass stance of astaff member.

It has been interesting to watch the building progress. All
124,047 square feet have been prepared and asubstantial
floor of concrete hasbeen poured. Later, whentherailsfor
the compact shelving have beeninstalled, therewill bea
smaller pour of concrete. Fireproofing, lightsthat will swing
down and turn on when a person opensaparticular shelf,
bathrooms for workers who are on the floor to retrieve
materids, two small processing roomsfor staff working on
thefloor, and amultitude of e ectrical and plumbing tasks
have been completed or are underway. One noisy but
necessary project included putting aholeinthefloor of one
of the stairwells as the beginning of another stairway to
connect the basement to the other floorsinthelibrary. The
dark gravel "pit" that many library staff saw onatour at the
beginning of the project has changed into asizeableroom
with many lightsand solid flooring.

Sowhendoweall get to seethiswonderful new facility?
Thetentative datefor completion of the constructionisnow
theend of February 2002. Wewill be updating you often as
our plansprogress. Itwill besometimebeforethemoveis
completed, but wewill be cel ébrating the compl etion of the
construction this spring and hope to offer atime for our
patronsand friendsto view our new facility.

--Mary Munroe
Associate Dean of the NIU Libraries

One of dozens of cement trucks involved in the
basement buildout project.

***

Book Donations ***

Until the construction equipment clears the area, book
donations may be dropped off by the double doorson the
east side of thelibrary, near the book drop on Normal Rd.
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TheFriendsof the Northern Illinois
University Libraries provide
support to the libraries in many
ways. Membership duesare placed
in an endowment fund, the interest
income from which is used for the
purchase of booksand materialsthe
librariescould not otherwise afford.
The Friends hold a program series
every academic year with avariety
of speakers on interesting topics.
Theseprograms arefreeto members
and their guests. Every April, the
Friendshold their Annual Book Sale.
Booksthat are donated to thelibrary
for the book sale are sold to the
public. Proceeds from this event
are placed in the endowment fund.
We are very proud of our Friends
group becausetheir activitiesbenefit
and strengthen our libraries and the
University. If you are already a
Friend, please share this newdl etter
withafriend or colleague, or consider
givingamembershipinthe Friends
asagift.
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Pleaseprovidethefollowinginfor mation:

[0 New Member O Renewing Member O Change of Address

Gift Membership. Please provide your
D name so that we may notify the
recipient of your gift:

O wmr. O Mrs. O Miss O ms. O Mr. & Mrs.

Name

s® Please clip this section and return to: Friends of the NIU Libraries, c/o Kay Shelton,
University Libraries, Northern lllinois University, DeKalb, IL 60115

Address:

City: State: Zip:
0 Student Member $% [ Donor $100
O individual Member $5 [ Benefactor/Corporate $500
O FamilyMembership  $0 O LifeMember $1000
Benefits
- Preview the Annual Book Sale. - 109 discount at the following:
- Interlibrary Loan Services. -Junction Book Store, DeKalb.
- Advance notice of events. -Heartland Books, Woodstock.
- Four issues of Founders' Type. -Ed Ripp Fine Art Books, Chicago
- $3 off oil changes at PitPros. -The Book Rack, St. Charles.

$10 discount on first order at the
Village Booksmith, Creston.
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