Upcoming Programs

Presenter: Richard Powers

Topic to be announced

February 27th, 2003
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Presenter: Bob Self
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Aptil 2003
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Friday, Aptil 25th, 2003
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From t Pesiden t ..

Greetingsto all fellow Friendsof theNIU Libraries.

Thisnewd etter isbeing prepared for releasejust following our second program
of thisseason. | am still euphoric after having the opportunity to tour the
recently renovated Regiona History Archivesand Rare Books departments.
Thiswastruly aninspiring and rewarding experience. We arefortunateto
havesuch awe |-devel oped and carefully maintained collection of truetreasures.
In addition to tax dollars needed to accomplish therenovation, the* Friends’
organi zation continuesto make valuable contributionsto thiscollection. 1 am
proud of all who makethispossible. Glen Gildemeister and his staff were
exemplary tour guides. Thiswasawell-attended program. | personaly would
liketo seeit repeated. | encourageyou to maketheeffort to attend the programs
that our committee hasplanned.

| onceagain, encourage each member of the Friends of the NIU Librariesto
keep involved withyour organization. | haveaspecia apped at thistime. Our
diligent program committeehasdoneagresat job at lining up thisyear’ sevents.
However, the untimely vacancy of the Chair position, dueto acareer transfer,
has|eft uswith the need tofill that position. Thecommitteeisinplaceandis
already set about making the plansfor the upcoming season. The Friends
needs someone to step in to help coordinate these efforts and report the
schedulesto Glen Gildemei ster so they can be published in our newdl etter.
ThisChair position aso aignsonefor the subsequent role of President. | will
bevacating thisposition at the conclusion of my second termto takemy place
asVicePresdentinthefall. | sincerely hopeto haveamember contact me, or
Glen Gildemei ster, sowecanimplement thissmoathly. Thisisagreet opportunity
to show your support of the Friends and exercise some of your own interests.

Thank you al for your support. Please continueto bring book donationsto
thelibrary for offering in our ongoing book sale cart. Thiscontinuestobea
great money source. So let’sclean someshelves! | ook forward to seeing
you at the upcoming activitiesand events.

--Ralph Crafton
President
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Submissions for the NEXT
edition of Founders' Type are
welcome. All submissions will be
considered and printed as space
allows. Please direct any such
materials to: Kay Shelton,
Northern Illinois University
Libraries, DeKalb, IL 60115. All
unsigned itemsare contributed by
the editors.

Private Press Exhibit

In the 1950s, in the
Midwest especially,
therewasarevitalized
interestintheart of hand
printing, referred to as
the Print Renai ssance.
Private presses
flourished, usudly with
the owner selecting
work he or shewanted
to reproduce and then
usingavintagemachine
to create a small

number of multiplesof

eachitem. Alongsidethe Print Renaissance, artistsbegan to exploretheform
and expressivepotentia of hand-madebooks. A current display inthe halway
near the escalators of the fourth floor of thelibrary and in the Rare Books
Room includes severa examplesof both toolsand finished booksutilizing the
richtradition of hand printing and innovativebookmaking by hand. Theexhibition
consists of aworking press replica and 30 books from the Private Press
Collection.

The Rare Books Room houses a 600-pound oak working recreation of a
common hand press of the 17th century. Joe Frieders, a student of the
Department of Industry and Technology, built the pressasasenior woodworking

project. After three monthsof construction, individual
presspartswere pegged and glued together at itspresent
location. From 1976 until 1983, this operated as a
private press under the name NIU Common Press.
Severd examplesof itemsprinted onthispressby former
RareBook Librarian Anthony Blissand the Northern
IllinoisBibliographic Society aredisplayed dongsdethe
press. Diagrams located in the hallway explain the
mechani csused to makea print with thishand-operated

machine. The display case in the hallway houses a

printed example alongside thetoolsused to
creat the bookl et Founders Founders. THE
VILLAGE
Inside the Rare Books Room, twenty books BOOKSMITH
from the collection show the great scope of HAND BOOKBINDING
private pressoutput. Along thewest wall, BOOK REPAIR
variousworkscreated by collaborationorin RESTORATION
anunusual fashion aredisplayed. Thecraft MATT EGGLESTON
and through that went into the creation of MEMBER: GUILD OF
BOOKWORKERS
815-384-5902
EGGL@AOL.COM
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these beautiful objectsisapparent in the bookson view.

The Shewin Beach Pressreprinting of Mark Twain's The
Innocents Abroad or The New Pilgrim's Progressis an
exampleof reinforcing the content of abook by creatively
forming the objectitself. Thetwo reprinted, traditionally
bound volumesare setinacaseresemblingasuitcase. The
contemporary drawingsof travelsby Heather McAdams
reflect bothits content and lasting resonance. Alongsideit
on the shelf sitsthe Bieler Press book Wild Parrots and
theKing of La Brea by Gerald Lange. Thegreenwooden
coversphysicaly illustrate thejungle depicted in thetext.
L ocated on the shelf bel ow, Crazy Quilt from theWomen's
Studio Workshop is a book designed and printed by
Maureen Cummings. Quotes from women in mental
hospitalsare arranged with drawingsevocative of quilting
toraisetheissueof pressuresfor thesewomento stay inthe
domesticrealm. The creation of unique casesand binding,
the use of brass or wood for the covers, and page layout
arejust afew waysthe bookson display inform the viewer
of what ispossiblewith abook. Thewiderangeof styles
and content displayed hel p one appreciatethe printed book
formasart.

Acrosstheroomisavertical glass case dedicated to the
Perishable Press of Walter Hamady. An internationally
recognized bookmaker, works by Hamady display skill,
depth and usualy astrong humorousveinthroughout each.
Besides his own poetry and writing, Hamady also
collaborateswith contemporary poetsand visua artistsfor
some of his many projects. Two of the books from his
GabberJab series are displayed alongside three
collaborations. TheNIU Specia Collectionshasover 80
other booksfromthispressavailablefor viewingintheRare
Booksreading room. Two glasscasesinthehdlway contain

Founders' Type

avariety of book formsfromthe Private PressCollection
of NIU's Rare Books and Special Collections. The
booksinclude a15-foot long accordion-folded book,
miniaturesfewer than threeinches square, and Carrie
Ruggie Saunder's Tulips. Saunders fragilebook form
consistsof three small sheetsof delicate, folded paper
shaped into aflower, with apoem hand printed on the
innermost layer (p. 2, lower right).

Thehallway exhibit can beviewed anytimethelibrary is
open. Thisincludesthehistory, tools, and aprinted sample
from the NIU Common Press and miniature and non-
traditional books. The Hamady books, other private
press books and more items of the pressin the Rare
Books Room are viewable Monday through Friday, 8
amto noon and 1-4:30 pm. Thebook formsondisplay are
asmall sdlection of the Private PressCollection. ThePrivate
Press Collection exhibit will be on display from now until
July 2003.

--Jessica Witte
Graduate Student, Department of Art

Ask-A-Librarian Service

NIU Librariesfirgtingitutedits"Ask-A-Librarian” servicein
Spring Semester of 1999. Ask-A-Librarianwasoriginaly
created to respond to Ready Reference (brief, factual
information, such as "What is the capital of Bolivia?')
questions. Asexpected in an academic environment, we
also have many faculty, staff, and studentswith questions
regarding starting pointsfor research. Ask-A-Librarianwas
aso designedto offer brief assistanceinthisregard.

Today, Ask-A-Librarianisindeed utilized by our loca patrons
whowant to savethemselvesatriptothelibrary. However,
dueto theincreasing number of distance education courses
at N1U, more and more of these studentswhorely soley on
remote accessto complete assignmentsareturning to Ask-
A-Librarianfor assistance. Wedso havemany morestudents
taking courses at branch campuses and satellitelocations.
For many, Ask-A-Librarian istheir only opportunity for
interaction with aprofessional librarian. Additionally, we
receiverequestsfor assistancefrom residentsfromall over
thestateof Illinois, aswell asfrom aumni, scholars, and the
genera public located both near and far. We recently
received arequest about an NIU dissertation from astudent
studying in Thailand. --Please see Page 5
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From the Dean’s Office

| am pleased once again to report on anumber of activitieswhich have advanced our
programsof service, collections, and scholarly reputation. WWe haveinitiated arepositioning
of our copiersin the periodicalsareato reduce congestion. Currently, the copiersare
adjacent tothe stacks, and it isat sometimesan overcrowded Situation. Copierswill be
repositioned to thewest side of the periodicalsroom, thereby reducing congestion and
making it amore hospitableexperiencefor copier users. We continueto enjoy very good
traffic on our continuing book sale shelvesnow located inthemain lobby.

NIU ishost for thelllinois Cooperative Collection Management Program (ICCMP), a
20-year-old consortium of morethan 100 academic libraries. For the past several years,
Associate Dean Mary Munroe has been spearheading avery large project to produce computer manipul abletapesof the
holdingsof 80 of theselibraries. Thereare 30 millionitemsheld in these 80 libraries, and the ability to extract theseholdings
by subject, language, dates of publication, etc., will beamagjor contribution to collection devel opment, the assessment of
collections, the preparation of grant requests, and cooperative purchasing arrangements. Thereareonly ahandful of states
that have undertaken such alarge project, and NI1U hasplayed aleadershiprole.

Asmany of our friendsknow, the University Librarieshave theworld’ sfinest collection of Horatio Alger booksand
periodicals. Earlier thisyear, aprivate press, Polyglot Pressin Philadel phia, launched areprinting project that startswith
Horatio Alger and goeson to cover another dozen major authors. For each author selected, hisor her entire output ismade
available. Inthe case of Horatio Alger, the plan callsfor issuing Alger’s 128 booksin five formats. paperback, trade
hardcover with dust jacket, leather collectors' edition, large-print edition, and a Spanish edition. | have served, with
pleasure, asasenior consultant to thisgroup in providing many hundred scansof Alger book covers, internd illustrations,
and other Alger-related materials. Some exceedingly scarceitems have been scanned fromour library collection. The
publication of Alger’sentire book-lengthworkswill beamilestoneand will beissued with high quality materia, custom-set
type, and with high legibility fonts. We should all be pleased that Alger was selected astheir very first project, and we have
tried to support the project in every possibleway.

Theuniversty will undergoitsdecennia accreditation review by theNorth Central
Association sometimenext year. Every mgjor unit, including thelibrary, hasto
prepareastatusreport of progresssincethelast review, and current activities.

y Gﬁﬁ Lonn g :D?g'-"der' Thelibraries report hasrecently been completed, and portraysalibrary which
‘»; ;—Q )) GENERAL DENTISTRY has been moving ahead with enhanced servicesand crestivity on every front
") Bvening& Safurday through the splendid support of itsfaculty and staff. It isareport that can be

light for theforthcoming visit. Again, | extend my warmest support and regard
" $500discount oninitial for all thosewho have assisted thelibrary, through the contribution of fundsor
deidexcms their timetoinsurethat extramargin of excellence.
203North Second Street, DeKab
756-2295 --Dr. Arthur Young
Dean of theNIU Libraries
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... Continued from Page 3 BOCK MUSE
The overwhelming majority of the questionswe receivetoday are not of the
USED BOOKS

Ready Referencevariety. A recent survey indicatesthat over 70% of Ask-A- Dekal b Countv' s 1 ar dest
Librarian questionsare patrons asking for assi stance with detail ed database or Used booky stor e'g

catal og searching. 132 E. Lincoln Hwy.

How doesthisimpact theway librariesand librarians meet theinformation needs 748-4351

of our users?

OpenTu-F 12-6, Sat 9-5
10% Di scount to

For one, it hasforced usto become moreflexibleand creativein responding to Friends’ Menbers

our patrons. We can't smply ask them to cometo thelibrary so we can show
them aprint resourcein our Reference Collection. Nor can we demonstrate
complex or advanced database searching to themin person.

Responding to patronsinthe Digital Age necessitatesusing avariety of toolsincluding phonecalls, faxes, e-mails, and
regular mail. We also devel op detailed tutoria sand pathfinders and put them onlineto help our patronsfind what they
need.

In an attempt to simplify the process of providing customized serviceto patronsat adistance, thelibrary hasordered
ViewletBuilder 3 software. Withthissoftware, onecan easily capture computer screen-shotsand then add explanatory or
instructivetext and voice-oversto the pictureto demonstrate asearch in the online catal og, aresearch database, etc. A
seriesof screen shotscan be played in sequencelike astreaming video to provide step-by-step instructions. Librarians

and library staff will be ableto create customized tutorial s based on apatron’s question, burn thetutorial onto aCD or
DVD, and then send them to that patron.

For further information, please contact Leanne VandeCreek, Ask-A-Librarian Coordinator, at lvandecreek@niu.edu
or 815-753-4025. The Ask-A-Librarian question form can be found on the library's website at:
http://mww.niulib.niu.edu/ Click on "About the Library," and then in the row of buttons across the top, click on
"Ask-A-Librarian."

[ ) . . . [ )

--Leanne VandeCreek . Library Exhibits .

Social Sciences Librarian * FoundersMemorial Library Lobby: .

. Title: SuckonLiterature: American Authorson 3

¢ USPSSamps, featuring stamps of Joan Metzger :

ED RIPP FINE ART BOOKS + Decemberand January exhibit :
3719 North Fremont Street . Southeast AgiaCollection: .
. () - [ )
Chicago, I 60613 * Title: Children'sBooksof Southeast Asia .
312. 145 ¢ Artof Burma, from BurmaCollections .
Art monographs Fine art books in all » Continuing exhibitson the Fourth Floor .
Chicago artists categories ° °
Illustrated books bought & sold by ° °
Woodcut novels appointment : Rare Books& SDGCIE\' Collections: :
+ Title: Selectionsfromthe Private Press Collection, ¢

¢ RareBook Room and Fourth Floor Hallway S

0 0000000000000 000 00O0COCEOGEOGCEOSEOSEOGOEOSEOEOSEOSOSOOQO

Therewill beauniversity-wide exhibition from Jan. 13th to Jan. 31st, 2003 called The Univerisity Collects, including
Rare Books, Anthropology Museum, BurmaArt, and many othersin the Jack Olson Gallery, ArendsHall.
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Friends of the NIU Libraries
Program Series

Those attending the September 10th Friends program, thefirst for the 2002-03 year, spent an evening sharingin
another’spassion. The speaker, William Baker, Professor of English and thelibrary’s English subject specidist, hashad
sincethe 1960s apassion for rare booksand Victoriana. His passion seemsto turn to obsession when discussing one
writer particularly, Mary Ann (Evans) Cross (1818-1880) a'k/aGeorge Eliot. Baker isco-author along with John C. Ross
of awell-annotated and carefully organized work on al of Eliot’sbooksin English aswell asother languages entitled,
GeorgeEliot: ABibliographical History (Oak Knoll Press, 2002).

Why collect books? In answering, Baker began by reading a passage from NicholasA. Basbanes A Gentle
Madness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and the Eternal Passion for Books (Henry Holt, 1995):

Theissueat hand wasthephrase” A gentlemadness.” Dr. Haskell F. Norman, a San Francisco psychiatrist,
wanted to know if weweretalking about actual madness, or just aharmlesshobby? Hethought for amoment
beforeframing hisresponsewith aquestion of hisown:

“All right, why does one collect books?"

He paused once again, then continued at ameasured pace.

“ Assuming you havethe meansto collect, why would you collect booksrather than something el se? That'sthe
big question to begin with, | think, becauseif you' rewealthy enough, you can collect anything you want. People
who collect bookshave acertainintellectua curiosity, | think, about books, period, and what booksrepresent to
them. Thetrangition between collecting books as objectsand collecting booksfor informationisto differentiate, if
youwill, betweenwork and play.”

Why GeorgeEliot? Ironically, in Baker’sexplanation, thefirst Eliot novel heread, Middlemarch, hefound boring.
However, it wasthe second novel, Daniel Deronda, that Baker became hooked on Eliot, something that evolved into a
lifelonginterest in her works, both asascholar and collector. Infurthering, “Why doesone collect books?’ hewasableto
explanwhy someindividuas, including himself, haveapassonfor collecting. Thereisacertainrivalry between collectors
to bein solepossession of anitem. Collectorshave an accumulativeingtinct, aninterest in acquisition that pursuesthe best
copy availableof afavoriteauthor. Collecting feeds passion.

Know what you’ re doing when you collect, Baker advised. Know the subject well, even when to question
authority. Collection decisioncanrunamiss. Baker provided an exampleof apurchase of aframed, sgned pictureof Eliot
takenin 1858. Eliot picturesare scarce as she had aphobiaof photographs. Therearevery few actual imagesof her. It
was not until after Baker bought the picturethat helearned that it was not atrue picturefrom 1858, but rather apicture
reproduced fromtheorigina negativeplateintheearly twentieth century with Eliot’ ssignature superimposed on thepicture.
Hethought hewas buying an origina copy madein 1858. When collecting, decidewhat your interestsare, for example,
first editionsor particular formats. Baker’scollecting focuseson Eliot’sbooksand not her letters. Thereason? “Letters
belonginonesinglecollection.” Collectorsneed to realizethat book collecting will entail financial obligations, some
possibly sgnificant.

Some mystery was added to the presentati on when Baker announced that earlier that day he had placed abid on
Ebay, an onlineauction site, for acopy of Eliot’'sAgatha. Agathaisoneof thegreat classic forgeriesunmasked by John
Carter inhisarticle, “ George Eliot’s Agatha 1869- and After” in Book Collector 6 (Autumn 1957): 244-52. Baker did
not disclosehishid, but indicated theitem would makeaval uableaddition to hiscollection. Thebidding closed during the
presentation. To break the suspense, Baker did place the high bid and isnow in possession of the book.

--Byron Anderson
Head of Reference
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Li fe Meniber s

Adra Baker-Gallagher

Paul and Jean Burtness
Glen and Dawn Ericksen
Glen and Jamie Gildemei ster

DeanneHolzberlein 7776 300/\’ /QCIC/\’
E. Nelson and Marilyn S. James Piano Factory Mall
Barbara and David Johnson-Wint 410 South First Street
- - - St. Charles, IL 60174
Martin and Harnetl Kallich (630) 513-5787
Ron and Karen Klein FAX (630) 513-0883
John Jefferson and Judith M. Looney
. . New and Gently used books for the
Williamand Josephine Monat entire family. All at 25-80% off the
TOdd and Joanne Nebel Cover Prices. Friends members
. receive a 10% discount on used
James Block Pick books.
Mark Richard and Alice Priebe Hardcovers, Paperbacks, Computer
Gordon Rasmussen Books, Bestsellers, All Categories!
Lawrence Rast .
. Open Daily
Peggy Sullivan
Rebekah WIson

Russell and Betty Wood
Arthur and Pat Young
Jerrold and Carol Zar
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