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President’s Column

Welcometo anew and exciting season of programming or ganized
by the Friendsof thelibraries. Our first program thisyear, atalk by Dr.
John Dirk Wassner, whorecently commanded in Iraq what weused tocall a
MASH unit, wastimely, interesting, and well-attended. | envision a season
packed with more excitement and attendance. We have additional pro-
grammingontheprairie, eectroniclibrary resources(aparticularly favor-
itesubject of mine), therapeutic cloning and public policy (another timely
topic), and theexploration of space. Thereissomethingfor everyone, and
| hopeyou will attend these events.

Programs at Founders

FoundersOnline: An Introduction
to Electronic Resources
Mary Munroe, Presenter
Wed., Nov. 19th, 7:30 pm

FoundersLibrary, Room 297
Spacel imited, RSVP

Therapeutic Cloning and Public Policy
Prof. AndreaBonnicksen
Thurs., Feb. 19th, 2004, 7:30 pm
FoundersLibrary Staff L ounge,

L ower Levd

From DeKalb to the Moon and Beyond
Emil Schiesser, Presenter
Wed., Mar. 3rd, 2004, 7:30 pm
Engineering Bldg. Auditorium, EB 101

Telephone: (815) 753-9838
email: libraryfriend@niu.edu
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In addition toexciting programmingactivities, theboard
has undertaken thisyear to revise and update our by-laws,
and acommitteehasbeen formed tolead that effort. Thegoal
isto havea proposed set of updated by-lawsto present tothe
next annual meeting. Anyonewith aninterestinthat effortis
welcometo contact me.

Asagroup, weasFriendsof theLibrariesnow havean
opportunity tomaketheworld adlightly better place. Asthe
Stateof Illinoisstruggleswith abudget deficit, higher educa-
tion, and librariesthere, will nodoubt experiencereduced state
support. Thereduced support can lead to gapsin thecollec-
tionsof our librariesif not offset by other resour ces, gapsthat
could makeour world alittlebit lessthan it could be. Wecan
help reduce the per manent effect such areduction will have
on thecollections, by our member shipintheFriends, and by
further supportingthelibraries.

Like many of you, | joined the Friends because of its
support of thelibraries. Asalawyer, | liketothink | under-
stand the value of books and education, in our society. The
Friendsto meseem to beagreat way to support both.

--Lawrence A. Stein
President, Friends of NIU Libraries
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Valuing Libraries: A Donor’s Perspective
--James Pick, Friends Member

Librariesareatreasured resourceto develop alifelong education. Inthedigital age, thisis
even moretrue, rather than lessso. A library isaway of expanding one’'s depth and breadth of
knowledge, to critically examinemany questionsand issues, whether in life, hobbies, or one sworks.

My own experiencegot off toagood start growing up in a Chicago subur ban homeamong many
family books. In my master’sdegreeat NIU inthelate60s, | consulted afinecollegelibrary, that
today ismuch larger and appropriatefor aResearch | University. | remember, however, alibrary
that waswelcoming in every respect —like NIU, it wasfriendly and encouraging, a placewherel
spent many productivehours.

Sinceleaving NI U, | havebenefited asa professor from libraries, including at the Univer sity of
Californiaand University of Redlands. Likemany faculty, my own officeand homelibrarieshave
gotten too big, but parting with a familiar book isdifficult! | feel that thelibrary isone of the
cor ner stones of any univer sity, and that the resour ce must be carefully cultivated, cared for, and
supported. Itisimportant for theuniversity, itsalumni, and community to provideit with theneces-
sary encour agement, feedback, funds, and resour ces. Thedigital agehaspushed thelibrary out of
itsbrick and mortar totheofficeor homedesktop, yet it’snot hel pful therewithout the sameage-old
ingredients — staff who know about the quality sources of knowledge, an organized way to sort
through the exploding volume of infor mation, human sour cesto gotowhen theelectronic doesn’t
quitedoit, and diver sity and breadth of materials. With today’ selectronics,| goand sit physically
lesstoday in acomfortablecor ner of alibrary, but I’m therein spirit, and have added an apprecia-
tionwhen | vigit it.

Finally, | regard apublicuniversity library asaresourcenot only for thetalented professors
and studentsprivileged to benear it, but also asa community-resour cefor anyonetowalk in, seek
information and knowledge, ask questions, and lear n about whatever isimportant to them, their
work, and interests. TheNIU Library hasalwaysstruck measthat kind of resour ce, for itsschol-
arsand learnersand for theDeK alb and thebroad regional community.

Friends Lecture:
Dr. John Dirk Wassner on Afghanistan
--Glen Gildemeister, Treasurer

L ocal surgeon John Wassner provided thefir st evening program of theyear for the Friends
of NIU Libraries. Speakingin Terwilliger Auditorium, Dr. Wassner mused “| transfused moreblood
in my ninemonthsin Afghanistan than | havein my entirecareer, | think. Over onehundred units.”

Wassner provided hisaudiencewith afirst-hand, on-the-ground account of Operation Endur -
ing Freedom rarely seen through the eyes of the American massmedia. “Welived in tentsall the
time,” herelated. They worked, too, with peoplein a nearby hospital in Khost. “We did some
teaching. Weshared supplieswith thelocal hospital.” Continued on the next page. . .
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Through a series of color photographs Dr.
Wassner, Commander of the U.S. Army 909" Forward
Surgical Team, showed local conditionsand theeffortsof
histeam to amelioratethe suffering of people caught in
thefirepower of acombat zone. Thegoal of histeam, he
said, was" toprovidebattlefield resuscitativecare.” That
careincluded localsaswell asAmerican military per son-
nel and therangeof injuriesfrom gunshotsand land mines
presented challengeswell beyond the experienceof those
intheaudience. “Wemovewith thebattle,” hesaid.

“Damagecontrol isanaval term; it’'saway to buy
time. Sometimes simple control of bleeding can save a
life. We learned that in Vietham. We may not fix the
problem but we can get the patient to the next level of
care”

H Stationed near the Pakistan border just outside
the Afghan city of Khost, Dr. Wassner and histeam spent ninemonthswor king from abasecamp at
4,000 feet in theHindu Kush Mountains. Hespoke of the strength of the Afghan peoplewho have
endur ed now decadesof war and whoseland hasbeen mined over and over again by variousar mies.
Many of the wounds he saw among the locals came from the unexploded mines and ordinance
dotting thebarren landscape. Some of thevictimswerechildren whoseliveseither ended or were
forever changed in amoment by an encounter with alandmine.

The 909" team of twenty personnel working under Commander Wassner included two gen-
eral surgeons, oneorthopedic surgeon, and an assortment of nursesand medics. Hisphotographs
showed an extraordinarily sophisticated level of careand medical equipment operatingin atent
under themost difficult of conditionsincluding the severe Afghan winter.

Dr. Wassner’ssharing of hispersonal journey into thetragedy of war was both sober and
heartening. Inthemidst of violenceand car nagethe 909" Forward Surgical Team not only brought
medical careto American military victims, they brought compassion and humanitarian caretothe
Afghanscaught between the American military and the Taliban. It wasa stunning presentation and
theFriendsarein Dr. Wassner’sdebt for beginning our program year with areal education in how
theUnited Stateswar onterror isplayingout in thefield.

Meet Ging Smith

Ging Smith isthenew Senior Gift and Estate Planning Officer for theUniversity Libraries.
Her roleistoraisefundsfor thelibraries. Her extensiveeducation includestwo bachelor’sdegrees
in English and education from the Univer sity of San Jose Recoletosin the Philippines, amaster’s
degreein English from the University of San Carlos, and amaster’sinjournalism from NIU. She
cametoNIU asaFulbright Scholar in 1972. It wasthe*hand of fate” which brought SmithtoNIU
becauseher choicesincluded Syracuseand Ohio State, although thechanceto study at NIU with the
same professor who taught Walter Cronkite when he was a student at Texas was too big to

Continued on the next page. . .
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miss. Whilehereat NIU, thegover nment in the Philippinesdeclared martial law and shecould not
return home. Fortunately, Smith managed tofind both employment through practical trainingand
her futurehusband, Jerry Smith.

Smith taught cour sesin jour nalism and English at Kishwaukee Collegefrom 1974t0 1994 as
well asservingasadvisor tothestudent newspaper. 1n 1994, she becamethe Dean of Development
and College Relationsuntil her retirement in 2002. Accomplishmentsat Kishwaukee Collegein-
cludemarketing two referendumsin which thevoter sresponded positively. Thelatest successful
referendum resulted in a$20 million dollar building expansion without raising taxesat that time.
Shealso completed a M anagement Development Program (M DP) at Harvard University in 1998,
wor ked with the Alumni Association, and served asExecutive Director of the College Foundation.

Over theyear sshebecameinvolved with the Society of Professional Jour nalists, theDeK alb
Chamber of Commer ce, and the DeK alb County Housing Authority which helpsprovidelow-income
housingfor residents. Her involvement at Kishwaukee Collegeand thecommunity ear ned her an
ATHENA Awardin 1995. TheATHENA Award isanational program in which chamber sof com-
mer ce participate. Theaward recognizesaccomplishmentsof women in leader ship rolesin their
community and pr ofessional achievements.

Smith doesnot golf nor doesshehaveany hobbies. In her words, “ Retirement wasdriving
me crazy” and she decided to return to the workforce. She selected the job opening at NIU for
several reasons. First, shegraduated from NIU and shewanted to help her almamater. Second,
sheappreciatestheroleof President John Petersin tryingto provideaquality education. Lastly,
shecited NIU’sincreased emphasison research.

If you havenot yet met Ging Smith, per hapsyou will havethat opportunity at oneof thenext
Friendsprograms.

Dean’s Column
--Dr. Arthur Young, University Libraries

TheUniversity Librariescontinueto makeprogresson anum-
ber of fronts. Our compact shelving installation in the library base-
ment became oper ational this past year, and several hundred thou-
sand volumes of older serialsand little-used monographs are being
transported tothisarea. Thismigration from theupper levelstothe
compact storagesitewill continueover thenext 12to 18 months.

We have nearly completed thetext and layout for a new pro-
motional brochurefor theUniversity Libraries. It will beahandsome
production, which will tell our important story over thepast century.
A copy will bemailed to all Friendslater thisfall. Wewould appreciate your feedback and com-
ments, asalways. Other important componentsof our enhanced development activitiesincludea
revision of the bylaws which will address such issues as the size of the board to ensure greater
participation, and a seriesof small dinner swith potential donors. And, wearedelighted towelcome
theLibraries new development officer, Mrs. Ging Smith.

Continued on the next page. ..
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Operationally, we have acquired and will soon implement a serialsaccess system which will
enableusersof our web sitetomoredirectly accessour 6,000 electronicjournals. Thisproduct will
enableus, for thefirst time, to gener ate statisticson theactual useof our electronicjournal collec-
tion.

TheHoratio Alger Society last convened at NIU in 1999. Thisnational society will again hold
itsannual convention in May, 2004. NIU ispleased to serveasthehost. Thelibrary annually spon-
sorsaHoratio Alger Fellowship competition, and oneof our recent winner swill be speaking during
the Society’sconvention.

| am especially pleased to announcethat the University Libraries digital unit hassecured
another grant, onefor $211,000 from the I nstitute of Museum and Library Services, to launch a
websiteproject on “Mark Twain’sMississippi.” Thisproject under scoresthelibrary’scommitment
tothedissemination of knowledgeand theprovision of value-added educational experiencesfor the
global lear ning community.

Thank You!

Thanks to the help of gener-
ous donations from the Friends, the
University Librariespurchased eight
medieval manuscript leaves (two
pages, front and back) for NIU stu-
dentsto view in person. In the padt,
students needed to make special field
. tripsto Chicago. Some of the manu-
scripts served as part of homework
assignments for art and English stu-
dents already this semester. With-
out donors like the Friends, the Li-
brary would not be able to own such
magnificent works of book art.

Detail of a leaf from a French Bible in Latin from the 13th century.
King Solomon forms the decoration for the letter “O.”

New Look for the Newsletter!!

Art Graduate Student Jess Witte redesigned the artwork on the newsletter. It features
images found thoughout the library. Do any of them look familiar? Also, postage charges to
mail out the newsletter turned out to be higher with advertising than without, compared to
how little money the advertising brought into the Friends. Therefore, no more ads will appear
in the newsletter.
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Life Members

Adra Baker-Gallagher

Glen and Dawn Ericksen
Deanne Holzberlein

Barbara and David Johnson-Wint
Ron and Karen Klen
William and Josephine Monat
James Block Pick

Gordon Rasmussen

Peggy Sullivan

Russell and Betty Wood
Jerrold and Carol Zar
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Paul.and Jean Burtness

Glen and'Jamie Gildemeister

E. Nelson and Marilyn S. James
Martin and Harriet Kallich

John Jefferson and Judith M. Looney
Todd and Joanne Nebel

Mark Richard and Alice Priebe
Lawrence Rast

Rebekah Wilson

Arthur and Pat Young
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